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The parable of Lazurus and the rich man. From this we learn that the person does persist after  
death, some in torment, others in comfort.

Luke 16:19-26
There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every 
day. And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who desired to be fed 
with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. The 
poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was 
buried, and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at 
his side. And he called out, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of 
his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.' But Abraham said, 'Child, 
remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad 
things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and 
you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be 
able, and none may cross from there to us.'

Jesus to the thief on the cross. The thief went to be with Jesus in paradise on the day of his death.

Luke 23:42-43
And he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." And he said to him, "Truly, 
I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise."

Jesus to the Saduccees.  From here we learn that when God speaks of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob he 
refers to them as living, even though they are long ago returned to the dust. So when God spoke 
those words they were “living” after death.

Luke 20:37-38
But that the dead are raised, even Moses showed, in the passage about the bush, where he calls the 
Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. Now he is not God of the 
dead, but of the living, for all live to him."

The reappearance of Moses and Elijah. Obviously Moses & Elijah are still alive, even though 
Moses died on Mount Nebo. Elijah went up to heaven entire, like Enoch.

Matthew 17:2-3
And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white 
as light. And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him.

The presence of the souls of the martyrs under the altar of God in heaven. 

Rev 6:9-10
When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the 
word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a loud voice, "O Sovereign 
Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on 
the earth?"



The fact that the spirit returns to God 

Eccl 12:6-7
before the silver cord is snapped, or the golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher is shattered at the 
fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern, and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit 
returns to God who gave it.

And the new testament witness of the same 

Acts 7:59-60
And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." And falling to his 
knees he cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." And when he had 
said this, he fell asleep.

Luke 23:46
Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!" And 
having said this he breathed his last.

David knows that he will join his son after death. 

2 Sam 12:22-23
He said, "While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept, for I said, 'Who knows whether the 
LORD will be gracious to me, that the child may live?' But now he is dead. Why should I fast? Can 
I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he will not return to me."

The fact that death is likened to sleep. 

Psa 13:3
Consider and answer me, O LORD my God; light up my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death

John 11:11-16
 After saying these things, he said to them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken 
him." The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover."  Now Jesus had 
spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. Then Jesus told them 
plainly, "Lazarus has died, and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. 
But let us go to him.

1Co 15:17-18
And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also 
who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.

Now, given that we have established the continuance of a person's life after death, let us now 
consider the judgement in three parallel passages.

Daniel 12:1-2
At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall be 
a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at that time your 
people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book. And many of 
those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt.

Matthew 25:34-46
Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit 



the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,  I was naked 
and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.' Then the 
righteous will answer him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 
And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?' And the King will answer them, 'Truly, I 
say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.' "Then he will say 
to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 
I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison 
and you did not visit me.' Then they also will answer, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?' Then he will answer 
them, saying, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 
me.'  And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."

Rev 20:10
and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and 
the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

Revelation 21:3-8
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. 
He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their 
God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there 
be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away." And he who 
was seated on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." Also he said, "Write this 
down, for these words are trustworthy and true." And he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life 
without payment. The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he 
will be my son. But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the 
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns 
with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.

Revelation 22:14-15
Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that 
they may enter the city by the gates. Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral 
and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.

Remember, eternal life is not existence, rather it is relationship with the living God.

John 17:1-3
When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, "Father, the hour has 
come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all 
flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they know 
you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.


